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History of GME in Edinburgh

Primary:

1988 GME class (C1-3) opened in Tollcross Primary School

2010 CEC proposed capping the number of pupils able to access GME. After 
parental objections it then proposed a small extension to Tollcross Primary 

School or opening another GME unit at Leith Walk Primary. Parents campaigned

against these proposals as they were thought not to represent best value for 

money, not a long-term solution and not to represent best practice in minority

language education

2010-2012 Parents campaigned for a dedicated Gaelic primary

2013 Bun-sgoil Taobh na Pàirce opened



Secondary:

Some provision of GME at secondary level at James Gillespie’s High School

(Feeder high school of Tollcross Primary)

2010 CEC proposed moving the Gaelic pupils and teachers to Tynecastle High

School for space reasons

2017 CEC proposed restricting the number of pupils going to JGHS based on 

their distance from school which disproportionately affected Gaelic pupils and

would have effectively denied them access to GME

2018 CEC proposed moving the Gaelic pupils and teachers to Drummond High

School – plans were dropped after opposition from Drummond parents

History of GME in Edinburgh



Current GME pupils in Edinburgh

GME Pupils JGHS 2019-2020

Year Total

S1 27

S2 22

S3 27

S4 20

S5 9

S6 8

Total 113

GME pupils TnaP 2019-2020

Year Total

C1 80

C2 62

C3 76

C4 53

C5 46

C6 59

C7 44

Total 420

Total GME pupils in 

Edinburgh: 533



GME secondary projections

Year 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026

Total GME pupils at Secondary 113 149 199 225 251 305 340

For comparison: Castlebrae High School 241

Drummond High School 380

Sgoil Gàidhlig Glaschu Primary 436

2019 – 2020 Secondary 343



CEC commitments
The strategic growth plan for GME was approved by the Education, 

Children and Families Committee on 9 October 2018 and made a 

commitment to:  

◦ By February 2020 - Confirm locations and secure funding for new GME 

early years and primary facilities and a new dedicated GME secondary 

school.

◦ By November 2020 – complete statutory consultation to establish the 

location and catchment area for new early years and primary facilities 

and the location for a new dedicated GME secondary school. 

Gaelic Medium Education Improvement Plan and Growth Strategy  
October 2018



CEC responsibilities (Schools Closure)

• Pre consult with relevant communities.  “pre-consultation can be 

a good opportunity to consult the community on detailed 

aspects of the proposal and seek to resolve these ahead of 

formal consultation.”

◦ Produce an Educational Benefits Statement. “the local authority 

must demonstrate why the proposal is of overall positive 

educational benefit to the pupils of the affected school(s), 

children who would be likely to become pupils at the school(s) 

and other pupils in the authority area”.

◦ Produce a detailed Proposal Paper

◦ Allow a 6 week public consultation period from when the 

proposal is made that must include 30 days when the affected 

schools are open.



Previously agreed CnamP position (2010)



Previously agreed CnamP position (2019)

◦ The location should provide permanent home for GME 

secondary.

◦ It must have a distinct Gaelic ethos

◦ Its location must support full immersion



Gaelic schools

John Swinney, Deputy First Minister and Cabinet

Secretary for Education and Skills: publicly outlining

Scottish Government’s position being that of

“maintaining support and encouragement for 

standalone Gaelic schools”

October 2018



Advice on Gaelic Education, 
Education Scotland



Sgoil 

Gàidhlig 

Glaschu



◦ Conclusion 

◦ “Though not definitive, evidence suggests that the 

ideal model for an immersion school would be a 

stand-alone institution so as to maximise the 

immersion experience and to ensure maximum 
levels of exposure to the language. The international 

literature on language revitalisation highlights the 

importance of creating ‘breathing spaces’ for the 

minority language – spaces in which there is less 

pressure for speakers (who are also speakers of the 

dominant language) to switch languages. As such, 

while this need not imply that a hypothetical co-

location model would not be successful, careful 

planning would be required to ensure that the 

school remained a ‘breathing space’ for the 
immersion language. 

Best Practice in Language 

Immersion and the Issue of 

Co-Located Schools 

Summary Interim Report 

Bernadette O’Rourke, 

Wilson McLeod and Joe 

Simpson December 2019
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